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WEST COAST AND GASCOYNE DEMERSAL SCALEFISH FISHERIES 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Fisheries) [3.50 pm]:  Yesterday I wrote to all 
commercial fishing boat licence holders to inform them of my decisions on the wetline review and detailing the 
new commercial management arrangements that will govern the west coast and Gascoyne demersal scalefish 
fisheries.  The decisions set out in this document will form an important part of the holistic management package 
required to ensure the long-term sustainability of our demersal scalefish resources in the west coast and 
Gascoyne bioregions.   
In reaching these decisions, I have given careful consideration to all the views and matters raised throughout 
what has been an extensive consultation process.  Foremost, I am mindful of my primary responsibility as 
Minister for Fisheries to ensure the sustainability of our fish resources so that they can be enjoyed by future 
generations of Western Australians.  My decisions, which reflect the need to reduce catches to sustainable levels, 
will see the creation of four new commercial fisheries: the west coast demersal scalefish - interim - managed 
fishery; the west coast inshore net - interim - managed fishery; the Gascoyne demersal scalefish - interim - 
managed fishery; and the Gascoyne inshore net - interim - managed fishery. 
The new management arrangements will reduce the number of commercial boats currently wet-lining and will 
directly limit the amount of commercial catch taken.  This is crucial to reduce the existing levels of exploitation 
of demersal scalefish stocks and to counter technology improvements.  Licence holders in the new fisheries will 
be able to operate with greater commercial certainty and confidence while continuing to supply quality Western 
Australian scalefish like dhufish, pink snapper and baldchin groper, but at levels that are sustainable in the long 
term.  These operators will be required to comply with a comprehensive set of management arrangements, 
including the department’s satellite vessel monitoring system, fine-scale reporting of catch and effort, gear 
restrictions, and restricted areas of operation.  While the west coast and Gascoyne bioregions will be the first to 
operate under the new scalefish management arrangements, I intend that management plans for the south coast 
and Pilbara regions will follow.  Commercial fishing for scalefish in the Kimberley has been under explicit 
management controls since 1998. 
Clearly, in implementing new arrangements it is not possible to give everybody what they want, and there will 
be some existing wetline operators who do not meet the eligibility criteria.  Fishers who do not gain access to the 
new fisheries will not be permitted to continue to commercially take scalefish.  There will be transitional and 
structural adjustment initiatives to complement the management package, in line with the statutory objectives of 
the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 and the Carpenter government’s policies. 
The decisions announced today begin the final stages of a process that was initiated over three and a half years 
ago by my ministerial predecessor, Hon Kim Chance.  I would like to convey my appreciation to the respective 
chairs and members of the commercial access panel and the management planning panel, and in particular to 
industry for its comprehensive considerations and advice across a range of complex matters.  The long-term 
sustainability of all Western Australia’s fish resources, in the face of increasing population growth, coastal 
development and environmental change, requires forward planning and careful management. 
I now table “Outcomes of the Wetline Review: The Minister for Fisheries’ decisions in relation to the future 
management of the West Coast and Gascoyne commercial ‘wetline’ fisheries”. 
[See paper 2735.] 
Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Bruce 
Donaldson.   
 


